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Our mission, vision, and core values 

Committed to 5 core values to create a city that is: 
• Safe 
• Interconnected 
• Affordable 
• Vibrant 
• Innovative 
 
For all 

Mission: deliver a high-quality  
transportation system for Seattle 

Vision: connected people, 
places, and products 
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• System is constrained 
by geography (water, 
hills) 

 
• Arterials are needed 

for multiple purposes 
(transit, freight, 
general purpose, 
access, etc.) 

 
 

Seattle’s  
street system 



• Comprehensive Plan 
focuses growth: 
- Urban centers 
- Manufacturing & industrial 

centers 
- Urban villages 
 

• 80% of city growth in 
centers/villages since 1994 
 

• Future growth targets   
2015-2035 
• 70,000 additional 

households 
• 115,000 additional jobs 

 
 

 
 
 

Seattle’s growth strategy 



Comprehensive  Plan  
Transportation Element: key themes 

Use right-of-way 
for multiple 
purposes  
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Invest in travel 
options  

Ensure goods 
movement 

 



• Interest in considering 
all functions of the 
public right-of-way, 
including access and 
activation (not just 
mobility) 
 

• Comprehensive Plan 
identifies new 
framework ROW 
allocation decisions 
 
 
 
 
 

Right-of-way (ROW) allocation 



ROW allocation: zones 
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ROW allocation:  functions 
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Outcome:   
multi-functional streets 



Making the best use  
of the streets we have 
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What is the flex zone? 

11 



New curb demands 
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Five year  
changes to curb* 

• Transit projects 
• Bicycle projects 
• Streetscape projects 
• Private development 

* Assumes build-out of projects in Transit, 
Pedestrian, Freight and Bicycle Modal Plans 



Curbspace in Seattle’s CBD 
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CBD curb use and function today 
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5-year function changes 
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Changes in 
loading 



Seattle curbspace priorities 

18 



Urban goods delivery strategy 
“Provide a freight 
network that 
supports a thriving 
and diverse 
economy for Seattle 
and the region.” 
 
- Seattle Freight 
Master Plan, 
September 2016 



• Establish a minimum 
distance for loading 
opportunities from 
any business address 
either in on-street, 
alley or off-street 
locations 

Loading minimums 



Design strategies 

• Maintain or create 
access through 
creative design 

• Address impact of 
alley vacations on 
nearby properties 

3rd Avenue flex/load zone 
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Commercial load zone strategies 

• Investigate off-hour 
delivery pilot 

• Change the 
commercial load zone 
permit pricing structure 
to better manage 
demand 
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Off-street strategies 

• Explore best practices 
in off-street loading 
dock and use standards 

• Update new 
development 
requirements for 
package storage 
 



Freight demand  
management strategies 
• Consolidate trips 
• Enable right-size 

vehicles in dense 
areas 

• Employ 
technology to 
guide deliveries 
and manage 
access 
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Questions? 

     kevin.oneill2@seattle.gov | (206) 386-4556 
meghan.shepard@seattle.gov | (206) 684-4208 

 
 
 

www.seattle.gov/transportation 


