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A WATERFRONT  
AND ITS CITY 



URBAN DESIGN 
PULLS IT ALL 
TOGETHER! 





Fabric Great Streets 





A CITY OF 
WATERFRONTS…  





FEATURES OF A 
GREAT CITY 
WATERFRONT… 



FEATURES OF A 
GREAT CITY 
WATERFRONT… 
EDGE AND CURVE  
THE ASPECT 
TELLING THE STORY 
AN INVITATION 
FRAME AND CONNECT 



THE EDGE AND THE 
CURVE 
 



Shanghai Bund 

THE EDGE AND THE 
CURVE 



THE EDGE AND THE 
CURVE 



THE ASPECT 



MARSEILLES 

 

THE ASPECT 



Sydney Harbor 

THE ASPECT 



Sydney Harbor 

THE ASPECT 



HIGH LINE NEW YORK 

 

THE ASPECT 



HIGH LINE NEW YORK 

 

THE ASPECT 



Toronto Wave Deck 

THE ASPECT 



View from Treasure Island 

THE ASPECT 



Dolores Park 

THE ASPECT 



TELLING THE STORY 



Rotterdam Schouwburgplein 

 

THE STORY 



Toronto Environmental Park 

THE STORY 



The Philadelphia Navy Yard 

THE STORY 



Philadelphia Navy Yard 

THE STORY 



THE STORY 



THE STORY 



THE STORY 



THE STORY 



AN INVITATION 



Oslo Opera House 

AN INVITATION 



Brooklyn Bridge Park 

AN INVITATION 



Sugar Beach at Jarvis Slip 

AN INVITATION 



AN INVITATION 



AN INVITATION 



AN INVITATION 



FRAME AND CONNECT 



FRAME AND CONNECT 



FRAME AND CONNECT 



FRAME AND CONNECT 



Crane at Hunter’s Point 

FRAME AND CONNECT 



FRAME AND CONNECT 



YEARS AND 
DECADES 
AHEAD…  
 
WITH GOOD GUIDANCE … 





Urban Design Policies 

Built Form 
 

• Historic 
Resources 

• City Form 
• Views 
 

Access & Open 
Space 
 

• Continuity 
• Sequence 
• Variety 
• Connection 
• Character 



Historic Resources 
Recognize & Preserve 
 

 Embarcadero Historic District 



Historic Resources 
 Recognize & Preserve 

 
 Union Iron Works Historic District  



Historic Resources 
• Inform and Interpret 
• Waterfront Character 



City Form 



City Form Waterfront 
Character 
New Development 
will Reflect its 
Location at the 
Water 

 
 



City Form Waterfront 
Character 
 

New Development 
will Reflect its 
Location at the 
Water 

 

Neighborhood 
Character 
 

New Development 
will Enhance the 
Adjacent City 
Neighborhood 

 



Piers City Form 

An Identifying form of the San Francisco 
waterfront 

 

Pier 27 Cruise Terminal 



Piers15-17  
Exploratorium 

Exploratorium, Piers 15-17 Piers 



Bulkheads 
City Form 

Transition the City to the Piers 
 



1½, 3, 5  

City Form Bulkheads 
 



Seawall Lots City Form 

Compatible with Adjacent Neighborhoods 



City Form 
Delancey Street 



View Policies 
• Sites 

 

• Streets 
 

• Intervals 
 



Sites 
Specific points that afford exceptional views 

Views 



Streets 
Streets connecting to the Waterfront should have views 

of the Bay, Historic Resources, or Maritime Identity. 

View Policies 



Views 



Intervals 
Provide views of the Bay and 
maritime activities at frequent 
intervals … 



Open Space Policies 
 

General Land Use 



Open Space Policies 

Continuity 
Sequence 
Variety 
Connection 
Character 

Urban Design 



Continuity 
Sequence 

Connection 



Variety & Character 
Open Space 



Jefferson Street 
Promenade 



Pier 43 Promenade 

Promenade 



Plazas 

Harry Bridges 
Plaza 



Cruise Terminal Plaza   



Cruise Terminal Plaza   



Ferry Plaza 



Rincon Park Parks 
 



Bayview Gateway 



Pier 14 Public Pier Piers 
 



Pier 1 Pier Aprons 



Brannan Street Wharf Wharf 



Brannan Street Wharf 



Heron’s Head Park Natural Areas 
 



Pier 94 Wetlands 
 

 



BCDC City/Port 

Design Review 



Southern Waterfront  
Urban Design and Open Space 

City 
Form Views Open  

Space 
Historic  

Resources 



Urban Form and  Views 
 



Shoreline Edge 
 





PARKS 



PARKS+PATHS & SIDEWALKS 



PARKS+PATHS & SIDEWALKS +WATER LANDINGS 



PARKS+PATHS & SIDEWALKS+WATER LANDINGS + WATER TRAIL 



PARKS+PATHS & SIDEWALKS+WATER LANDINGS+WATER TRAIL 





Pier 48 

Pier 50 

Mission Rock 



Mission Rock – China Basin Park 



Bayfront Park 

96 





Pier 70 

Crane  
Cove 

Ship 
repair 

Orton 
Historic  

core 

Forest City 
Waterfront 

site 



Crane Cove Park 

history water play 





Waterfront Site - Forest City 



Integrated and Connected  



Warm Water Cove 



Islais Creek 





Heron’s Head Park 





INDIA BASIN  
Waterfront Parks, Trails and Open Space 
 
  



Cargo Way Bike Lanes 



Water Recreation & Access 



Major Waterfront Open Spaces 



 

Maritime berthing and public access 

Expand and enhance safe water recreation access 

Expand open space and recreational uses in parks 

Incorporate Blue Greenway network and guidelines  

Enhance the public realm  

Urban design values to inform upcoming  

adaptation efforts 
 

Looking Ahead:  Issues and Ideas 
 



Port of San Francisco 
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