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Waterfront Plan Working Group Process

2

➢3 year public process, 160 unanimous recommendations

➢Detailed financial, public policy analysis and public meeting 
discussions

➢Comprehensive recommendations endorsed by the Port Commission 
and incorporated the updated Draft Waterfront Plan



Waterfront Plan Goals

• Maritime & Water Dependent Uses

• Diverse Non-Maritime Uses

• Public Open Space & Public Access

• Urban Design & Historic Preservation

• Transportation

• Financial Responsibilities

• Environmental Sustainability

• Resilience

• Community Engagement

~All goals incorporate equity and inclusion~ 



Mission Bay 
Pier 48 to Mariposa Street

Southern Waterfront 
Pier 68 to Heron’s Head Park/India Basin

Objectives & Acceptable Uses for Plan Subareas

Fisherman’s Wharf
Aquatic Park to Pier 39

Northeast Waterfront
Pier 35 to Pier 14

South Beach  
Rincon Park to Giants Ballpark



Waterfront Plan Revisions

Waterfront Plan Public Comments & 
Revisions (September – December 
2022):

• Information updates

• Updates to align w/ Waterfront 
Resilience Program, Race Equity Plan

• Technical editing to enhance public 
understanding

• Report to Port Commission:  Dec 13th



Water Recreation & Maritime Uses

• Dolphin & South End Club comments 
to recognize open Bay swimming and 
rowing 

• Maritime and water recreation are 
water-dependent uses promoted in 
the Waterfront Plan

• Plan policies promote maritime and 
water recreation safety efforts

• Plan revisions to elevate and sharpen 
focus on water recreation



January 2023: Waterfront Plan Final EIR 
certification by SF Planning Commission

February 2023 (Proposed): Final Waterfront 
Plan approval by Port Commission

January – Spring 2023: SF Planning General 
Plan and Planning Code amendments to align 
City and Port policies, extend waterfront 
design review process to Southern 
Waterfront

2023: BCDC San Francisco Special Area Plan 
amendments to align Port and BCDC policies   

Plan Approval Process



Thank you for your partnership and guidance to 
preserve and improve the waterfront for all



South Beach Subarea Objectives
• Preserve and improve existing maritime and water-dependent activities 

• Maintain and activate parks and public access areas, and create a connection to 
Mission Bay 

• Promote activities and public access in Embarcadero historic pier rehabilitation 
projects 

• Create a new architectural identity at Piers 30-32 while respecting the Embarcadero 
Historic District

• Respect the living environment of the Rincon Hill and South Beach neighborhoods

• Work closely with SFMTA to expand alternative transportation services, improving 

travel safety and comfort along The Embarcadero 

• Coordinate closely with Embarcadero Seawall Program resilience proposals to 

address climate change while respecting South Beach’s history and character 



Northeast Subarea Objectives (UPDATE)
• Protect and enhance Northeast Waterfront’s historic maritime character; maximize 

opportunities and enhance maritime operations 

• Activate with uses that create a daytime and nighttime presence but are not 
primarily tourist-oriented. 

• Promote uses that emphasize civic emportance of the Ferry Building; create new 
seawall lot developments that complement the neighborhood and highlight 
waterfront connections

• Create public access that highlights points of interest, activate Cruise Terminal Park, 

and public enjoyment of waterfront open space network

• Expand alternative transportation services, improve travel safety and comfort along 

The Embarcadero, and efficiently planned parking and loading facilities 

• Coordinate on Embarcadero Seawall Program to advance resilience adaptation while 

respecting Northeast Waterfront’s history and character 



Southern Waterfront Subarea Objectives
• Support inter-agency coordination to align maritime, industrial and development 

investments

• Improve Blue Greenway open space that do not compromise maritime or 
environmental habitat uses; educate maritime and water recreation users to 
maintain compatibility and safety

• Implement approved development improvements in the Pier 70 Special Use District, 
Crane Cove Park and Union Iron Works Historic District  

• Expand new business partnerships for maritime industry use of the Pier 70 drydock

• Increase marketing and maritime business partnershiphs to maximize use of Port 

cargo terminals and complementary industrial warehouse opportunities for the Pier 

90-94 Backlands that generate economic and community benefits

• Protect wildlife habitat; work with community to reduce risk and advance resilience 

of the Southern Waterfront  
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