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PIER 70
RISK MANAGEMENT PLAN

BACKGROUND
This fact sheet informs tenants of the Port of San 
Francisco’s Risk Management Plan (RMP) for Pier 70. 
The RMP describes how workers, the public, and the 
environment will be protected from environmental pollutants 
in soil and groundwater at Pier 70. The RMP applies to 
the area within the dotted line shown on the map to the 
right. All tenants and their agents (i.e. contractors) within 
this area must comply with the RMP, which can be found 
at www.sfport.com/pier70.  This fact sheet presents an 
overview of RMP mandates, but tenants will need to refer 
to the RMP itself to fully understand all requirements.

CONTAMINATION AT PIER 70
Pier 70 was created by placing fill in the bay beginning 
in the mid-1800s, using rock from shoreline bluffs, and 
other rock, soil, and debris. Pier 70 has been occupied 
by industrial use almost continuously since then. This fill 
material makes up the native soil present at Pier 70 today.  
Chemicals that occur naturally in the bedrock and former 
rock bluffs, were present in other fill material placed at 
the shoreline to create new land, or released from historic 
industrial activities are present in the soil and groundwater 
at Pier 70.

The Port has investigated the level of contamination in soil, 
soil gas, and groundwater at Pier 70 and found that the 
soil is contaminated with metals, petroleum hydrocarbons, 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, and polychlorinated 
biphenyls. Exposure to contaminants by eating, breathing, 
or prolonged direct skin contact with native soil could be 
harmful to human health.
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WHAT IS A RISK MANAGEMENT PLAN?
An RMP describes measures that must be taken to protect 
human health and the environment from potential risks 
associated with exposure to contaminants. The Port’s 
approved RMP contains risk management measures for 
Pier 70, including the following three components:

 � Durable Cover: Physical barriers to prevent human 
contact with native soil or exposure of contaminants in 
the soil to the environment. Durable cover may be in 
the form of buildings, streets, sidewalks, paved areas, 
and new landscaping with imported clean soil.

 � Maintenance and Monitoring: Regular inspections 
and repairs of the durable cover to ensure the physical 
barrier is maintained.

 � Land Use and Activity Restrictions: Certain activities 
are prohibited at Pier 70 to prevent the contaminants 
in the soil from contact with people or release into the 
environment.  Groundwater may not be used for any 
purpose other than dewatering.  Growing edible plants 
for human consumption in native soil is prohibited.
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Pier 70 RMP Boundary:
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WHERE CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION?

Pier 70 Websites:
For the complete Risk Management Plan and additional site condition information, visit: www.sfport.com/pier70 

For the Pier 70 Preferred Master Plan and additional information regarding Pier 70 redevelopment, visit: www.pier70sf.org

Contact Information:
Carol Bach  |  Environmental Affairs, Planning & Development Division  |  carol.bach@sfport.com  |  (415) 274-0568

Mark Johnson  |  California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region  |  mjohnson@waterboards.ca.gov  |  (510) 622-2493

Port of San Francisco  |  Pier 1, The Embarcadero, San Francisco, CA 94111  |  www.sfport.com  |  Main Line: (415) 274-0400

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San 
Francisco Bay Region (Water Board), the San Francisco 
Department of Public Health (DPH), and the Port require 
that all ground-disturbing activities comply with the 
RMP, in addition to all other applicable federal, state, 
and city permitting and environmental regulations and 
procedures, and  Port permit  requirements. All tenants 
and their contractors and other agents, and other workers 
and occupants at Pier 70 must abide by the RMP.  The 
following are summaries of some of the RMP require-
ments.  In all cases, tenants should refer to the RMP for 
details.

 � Regulated Activities: All activities where the durable 
cover may be compromised or native soil may be 
exposed are regulated by the RMP. Tenant activities 
that may disturb native soil may include grading, 
demolition of paving or below-grade features, utility 
installation or maintenance, landscaping, light con-
struction, or other activities that expose or disturb soil.

 � Notification and Reporting: Requirements vary 
based on the extent of work to be performed and may 
include 45 days’ prior notice to the Port, preparation 
of a pre-construction plan prepared by a California-
licensed Professional Engineer or Geologist, or noti-
fication to and approval by the Water Board or DPH. 
Refer to the RMP for details.

 � Contracting: If a tenant is hiring a contractor to 
perform construction or maintenance work that 
will expose or disturb soil, the tenant must provide 
the contractor with a copy of the RMP and ensure 
compliance with all provisions.  Tenant and contractor 
must evaluate the activities prior to start of work 
to determine notification and reporting and other 
applicable requirements.  Refer to RMP for project-
specific requirements when planning any soil-disturbing 
activity.

 � Protective Measures: For all ground-disturbing 
activities, tenants must implement measures to protect 
human health and the environment, which include 
controlling access to work areas, requiring personal 
protective equipment for workers, controlling dust and 
runoff properly, storing and disposing of excess soil, 
and protecting existing groundwater monitoring wells.

 � Annual Inspection: Tenants are required to inspect 
their premises and submit an “Annual Reporting and 
O&M Checklist” [the form is included in Appendix A to 
the RMP] to the Port by March 31 of each year.  The 
Port may also conduct its own inspections of tenants’ 
premises and activities to monitor RMP compliance.

WHAT DOES THE RMP MEAN FOR THE TENANTS OF PIER 70?
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RISK MANAGEMENT PLAN

San Francisco, California

SITE AREA FOR RISK MANAGEMENT PLAN
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Notes: 
1. RMP = Risk Management Plan. 
2. Pacific Gas & Electric Feasibility Study (FS) Area taken from Haley 

& Aldrich, Inc., Draft Report on Upland Feasibility Study Potrero 
Power Plant Site San Francisco, California, 22 March 2012. 

3. Parcels from ROMA Design Group, Draft Preferred Pier 70 Master 
Plan, 17 July 2009. 

4. Approximate 1851 shoreline provided by the Port of San 
Francisco. 

5. Approximate 1869 shoreline based upon Board of Tidelands 
Commissioners, Map of the Salt Marsh and Tide Lands and Lands 
Lying Under Water South of Second Street and Situate in the City 
and County of San Francisco, 1869. 

6. Map displayed in California State Plane Coordinate System, Zone 
III, North American Datum of 1983 (NAD83), US Survey Feet. 
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