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City Residents Overwhelmingly Support for 
Improvements to San Francisco’s Seawall 

 
The Port of San Francisco starts a Citywide public outreach campaign  

about the risks to the 100-year-old Seawall and the importance 
of a functioning Embarcadero for disaster recovery after a major earthquake 

 
 
San Francisco, CA - Monday, February 12, 2018 - Nearly three-quarters of voters say they would vote 
“yes” on a bond measure to fund improvements to San Francisco’s Seawall, based on a citywide voter 
survey conducted between January 11-21, 2018 on behalf of the Port of San Francisco. Seventy-three 
percent of voters polled were in favor of a proposed general obligation bond measure of up to $500 
million being considered for the November 2018 ballot, which would help protect and strengthen the 
Embarcadero Seawall. The bond measure would require two-thirds voter approval and will not raise tax 
rates.  
 
The City, through the San Francisco Port Commission, is endeavoring to make major improvements to the 
over 100-year-old Embarcadero Seawall so the City can withstand the next major earthquake and can 
prepare for sea level rise.  The Seawall underpins the Embarcadero Roadway and provides flood 
protection to over 500 acres of the City, including the Muni Metro Embarcadero tunnel.  The 
Embarcadero Seawall, which stretches 3 miles from Fisherman’s Wharf to Mission Creek, sits over 
unstable mud and is vulnerable to lateral spreading and settlement in a major earthquake, which could 
destroy or seriously damage utilities, light rail and buildings along The Embarcadero.   
 
Major investment in Seawall is required for The Embarcadero to function properly after a major seismic 
event: as a place for people to exit downtown and to access ferries, for first responders to access 
downtown, for the delivery of supplies, and to remove debris.  The Seawall is also subject to current 
flooding, with lane closures during King Tides, and current flood risk to the Muni tunnel along The 
Embarcadero. 
 
Port of San Francisco staff are starting a Citywide public education effort about the need to invest in the 
San Francisco Seawall Earthquake Safety and Disaster Protection Program (“Seawall Earthquake Safety 
Program”).  On February 13, 2018, Port staff will present the details of this Citywide effort to the Port 
Commission, along with the results of the voter survey. 
 
While more than half of voters surveyed reported visiting the San Francisco Waterfront multiple times a 
month (54%), only one in three (35%) said they were familiar with the City’s Seawall that provides the 
foundation to over three miles of San Francisco’s waterfront stretching from Fisherman’s Wharf south to 
Mission Creek near AT&T Park.  
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“The Embarcadero Roadway, the Downtown Ferry Terminal and the City Auxiliary Water Supply System 
are key parts of San Francisco’s emergency response network,” explained Mayor Mark Farrell.  “Ensuring 
the seismic safety of the Seawall supports disaster response across all corners of the city – and voters 
understand this.” 
 
The Seawall Earthquake Safety Program is led by the Port of San Francisco, in consultation with the San 
Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, San 
Francisco Public Works, the San Francisco Planning Department, and City Administrator Naomi Kelly. 
 
“The Seawall supports critical regional transportation, utilities, and emergency response infrastructure, 
and we are glad to know that San Francisco voters understand the urgency of protecting our city by 
strengthening the Seawall,” said City Administrator Kelly. 
 
After learning more about the Embarcadero Seawall and its role in protecting the city, voter support rose 
to 78 percent in favor of strengthening and protecting this vital piece of infrastructure. The Seawall was 
built more than 100 years ago and requires significant improvements to survive the next major earthquake 
and to address increasing risks of flooding from sea level rise and climate change.  
 
“The Embarcadero Seawall is vital to our transportation networks – nearly a million people arrive daily 
via ferries and BART and Muni – and that means we need to act quickly,” said Kimberly Brandon, 
President of the San Francisco Port Commission.  
 
“The poll results are very encouraging and confirm that the Port priority to strengthen the Seawall is the 
right priority,” said Elaine Forbes, Executive Director of the Port of San Francisco.  “We need to strongly 
engage the public on this effort because the Seawall is unseen infrastructure and communities Citywide 
have a stake in a safer waterfront.” 
 
Strong support by San Francisco voters for the proposed bond measure was seen in all supervisorial 
districts and across demographics including income, age, and supervisorial district.  Protecting vulnerable 
parts of San Francisco's Citywide water, sewer, and electrical infrastructure was extremely or very 
important to 88 percent of those polled, and ensuring that firefighters can access water supply to fight 
fires after an earthquake was extremely or very important to 86 percent of those polled. Climate change 
and the likelihood of a strong earthquake in the future are also concerns that voters cited as reason to 
invest in the Embarcadero Seawall. 
 
The Port of San Francisco manages the waterfront as the gateway to a world-class city, and advances 
environmentally and financially sustainable maritime, recreational and economic opportunities to serve 
the City, Bay Area, and California. 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
sfseawall.com 
MEDIA CONTACT: Renée Dunn Martin, Renee.Martin@sfport.com, 415-274-0488 
PROJECT CONTACT: Steven Reel, Steven.Reel@sfport.com, 415-274-0574 
 
 

https://sfseawall.com/

